


Body Schema Body Image Body Representation

Definition

An unconscious, dynamic
sensorimotor
representation of the body’s
position, movement, and 
posture in space, used to guide 
actions.

A conscious perception and 
evaluation of one’s body, 
including thoughts, beliefs, and 
emotions about appearance.

An umbrella term for all
mental representations of the 
body, including both body 
schema and body image.

Level of awareness Unconscious Conscious Both conscious & unconscious

Function
Guides movement and 
coordination

Shapes perception, attitudes, and 
feelings about the body

General understanding and 
experience of the body

Type of processing Sensorimotor Cognitive, emotional, perceptual Combination of all processes

Flexibility
Highly dynamic and constantly 
updated

Relatively stable but can change Broad and variable

Main role
Action-oriented (movement 
control)

Perception & self-evaluation Integrative concept

Sattin D, et al. An Overview of the Body Schema and Body Image: Theoretical Models, Methodological Settings 
and Pitfalls for Rehabilitation of Persons with Neurological Disorders. Brain Sci. 2023



CONTROLLO MOTORIO:

Informazioni discendenti da sedi extrapiramidali e sottoencefaliche 
(mesencefalo) attraverso le vie reticolo-, rubro- e vestibolo-spinali.

Integrità dell’ encefalo consente di ricevere informazioni sugli schemi muscolari 
e i programmi realizzati

Informazioni ascendenti da afferenze sensitivo-cutanee e propriocettive 
articolari e muscolari per regolare i movimenti deambulatori a seguito delle 
verifiche

MOVEMENT CONTROL AND BODY REPRESENTATION 





MIRRORING AND BEYOND



DIAGNOSIS
Ischemic stroke of the middle 

cerebral artery thre month 
before our visit (october 2025)

The patient was 
originally left-handed 

but was corrected



Coslett HB. Apraxia, Neglect, and Agnosia. Continuum (Minneap Minn). 2018
Kim DC, Park J, Kim MW. Systematic Review of the Treatment of Anosognosia for Hemiplegia in Stroke. Brain Sci. 2025







Kang JH, Kim YH, Choi YA. Montreal Cognitive Assessment and Frontal Assessment Battery test as a predictor of performance of 

unaffected hand function after subcortical stroke. Int J Rehabil Res. 2021

















Better results if IVS3 
is part of structured 

and valideted 
protocols



Thank you 

For your 

Attention
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